
	
  

	
  

 

Anne Truitt: Drawings 
 

19 March – 18 April 2015 
Private view – Wednesday 18 March 2015, 6-8pm 

 
‘Working on paper is marvellously freeing – something 
about the way in which it so generously offers itself to 
the hand, its absorptive perfect flatness, invites a kind 
of open play.’ Anne Truitt, Prospect 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Stephen Friedman Gallery is proud to present the first UK solo exhibition of drawings by renowned 
American artist, Anne Truitt. Featuring twenty-seven works on paper, directly from the Estate, they 
span four decades and offer unprecedented insight into the artist’s practice and her daily ritual of 
drawing. The presentation follows on from retrospectives at Delaware Art Museum and the 
Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden.  
 

Hailed as the first ever Minimalist by Clement Greenberg, a term she refuted, Truitt is perhaps best 
known for her painted columns of solid blocks of colour. Truitt’s practice in all media generated a 
new language of abstraction. Most evident in her drawings, however, is Truitt’s lifelong fascination 
with line, edge and colour. These intimate works shed new light on the way Truitt experimented 
with these key compositional elements throughout her career.   
 

Following a period of intense exploration, in 1962 Truitt started to make drawings in deliberate and 
sometimes concurrent series. The works in the exhibition cover the period from 1962 – 1999 and 
shed insight into her investigations with graphite, ink, acrylic and pastel on paper. In the works 
entitled ‘Sable’, Truitt applies black acrylic with the lightest touch: one or two simple lines strike 
across the sheet. When viewed more closely, the seemingly simple line is beautifully detailed. 
Similarly, a body of ‘colour-field’ works included in the show each present an intense expanse of 
colour, but also contain a full range of light and shadow achieved through the layering of paint. 
Their intense luminosity shines with incandescence. 
 

Drawing was a crucial part of Truitt’s practice, and each work is imbued with both an authenticity 
of feeling and a raw physicality. These drawings bring us closest to Truitt’s immediate interaction 
with art-making, and display the full breadth of her inimitable and committed visual language.   
 

Anne Truitt: Drawings is accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue, which includes an in depth 
essay by Gilda Williams.  
 

A catalogue launch and walk-through will take place at the gallery on Saturday 21 March at 3pm, 
held by Alexandra Truitt. Please RSVP to info@stephenfriedman.com. 
 
 

Anne Truitt has been the subject of three major museum retrospective exhibitions: at the Whitney Museum of American 
Art, 1974; at the Corcoran Gallery of Art, 1975; at the Baltimore Museum of Art, 1992 and at the Hirshhorn Museum. 
Truitt’s works are included in prominent collections internationally, including the National Gallery of Art, Washington, 
D.C; Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Museum of Modern Art, New York; Smithsonian American Art 
Museum, Washington, D.C; Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. Other selected solo exhibitions include Anne Truitt, 
Academy Art Museum, Maryland, USA (2013-2014); Threshold: Work from the 1970s, Matthew Marks Gallery, New York, 
USA (2013); Anne Truitt: Sculpture, Georgia O'Keeffe Museum, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA (2000) and Sculpture, 
Neuberger Museum of Art, State University of New York, New York, USA (1986). Selected group exhibitions include Lines 
of Thought, Parasol Unit, London, England (2012); American Sculpture of the Sixties, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 
Los Angeles, Traveled to Philadelphia Museum of Art, USA (1967) and Primary Structures: Younger American and British 
Sculptors, The Jewish Museum, New York, USA (1966). 
	
  

 

‘Paul McDevitt: Grand Canyon’ is concurrently on display in Gallery Two on Old Burlington Street. 
Gallery hours are: Tuesday to Friday, 10am - 6pm and Saturday, 11am - 5pm 
For further details please contact Mary Tagg: +44 (0) 20 7494 1434 / mary@stephenfriedman.com 
For sales enquiries please contact: sales@stephenfriedman.com 
Stephen Friedman Gallery is celebrating its Twentieth Anniversary this year 


